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FROM THE
DIRECTOR

Dear All,

As we step into 2025, we extend our

warmest wishes for a year filled with

success, collaboration and prosperity. 

As we look back at the bygone year, we

feel a sense of pride in the progress we

have made coupled with a sense of

optimism of what is yet to come. This year

we look forward to an enduring partnership

between India and Germany, unlocking

umpteen opportunities for the younger

generation to pursue their dreams and

shaping their future.

We from Goethe-Zentrum thank all who

have supported us all along.

We wish all a successful year ahead.

Let us embrace 2025 with a smile.

Akila Shanmugam

Director

Goethe-Zentrum Coimbatore
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Director Akila Shanmugam alongside

Chef Kurt Henkensmeier and Deputy

Director Sivanunni, after the conclusion

of Oktoberfest Coimbatore 2024.



On May 10, 2024, the Goethe-Zentrum

Coimbatore and the STEM Labs, Experimenta

Science Centre hosted a Resin Art Workshop for

children aged 8 and above. From 10 AM to 4 PM,

young artists explored resin techniques with

expert instructors, creating unique masterpieces

using various colours and textures. Everyone,

regardless of prior experience, was welcomed,

ensuring personalized guidance in a supportive

environment. The event showcased the children's

creativity and left participants excited for future

workshops.

The Woodcraft Workshop, organized by

Goethe-Zentrum Coimbatore, was held on

April 25, 2024, at the STEM Labs,

Experimenta Science Centre in Coimbatore.

The event was tailored for young artists

aged 10 to 16, who participated in a hands-

on experience with laser-cut MDF board

puzzles. They assembled intricate puzzles,

enhancing their problem-solving skills, and

expressed their creativity through vibrant

colouring sessions to personalize their

creations. The workshop offered a unique

opportunity for youth to explore

woodworking and craftsmanship in a fun

and educational setting.

For details on future workshops and

events, visit Goethe-Zentrum Coimbatore's

official website or it’s social media pages.

Goethe-Zentrum Coimbatore participated in The

Hindu Education Plus Career Fair 2024, held on

May 31 and June 1 at the G.D. Naidu Auditorium,

Coimbatore, which brought together top

educational institutions, eminent speakers, and

aspiring young minds in a vibrant and

informative event. Aimed at empowering

students to make informed career decisions, the

fair featured engaging sessions, interactive

discussions, and expert guidance on diverse

career pathways.
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On May 25th, 2024, the Goethe-Zentrum

Coimbatore and the STEM Labs,

Experimenta Science Centre hosted a

captivating Pottery Workshop. Tailored

for teens and adults aged 12 and up, this

workshop provided participants with a

hands-on chance to unleash their

creativity.

The whole-day workshop saw the

attendees following the step-by-step

instructions and helpful tips, ensuring a

fun experience for both beginners and

experienced artists. Guided by skilled

instructor Ms. Prachi from Claytopia,

participants delved into the fundamentals

of hand-pottery and wheel-pottery, trying

out various techniques and styles to create

one-of-a-kind clay masterpieces.

All necessary equipment, such as aprons,

brushes, and paints, was provided,

allowing everyone to fully immerse

themselves in the creative process.

The event was a day of artistic discovery,

where participants not only shaped clay

but also created lasting memories on

producing something special, making the

Pottery Workshop an inspiring blend of

creativity and community.

To celebrate a busy year, the Goethe-Zentrum

Coimbatore team enjoyed a dayout trip to Thanima

Farm Life, surrounded by lush greenery. The trip

included engaging and adventure activities such as

kayaking, Zipline cycling, cycling, adventure drills,

exploring nature and enjoying farm-to-table meals.

This retreat allowed team members to bond, reflect

on achievements, and prepare for future

opportunities. The experience emphasized the

importance of balance and teamwork, leaving the

team refreshed for the upcoming year.
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BY NITHYASRI RAJULU

Walking along the streets, you can smell

the fresh Brezel (pretzels). The hot

pretzels, the bell ringing, and people

rushing to get them create a warm,

hearty scene. Seeing the smiling faces of

kids enjoying their pretzels is a delight.

Pretzels are famous in Germany and

available on almost every street, but I

recommend trying them in Cologne.

They have the best pretzels in Germany,

and you can even find pretzel

sandwiches. And with that, your brunch

is sorted out. 

Lunchtime Indulgence

When it's time for lunch, make your way

to Restaurant Buschbeck's in Berlin. This

charming spot specializes in traditional

German and European cuisine. Managed

by a delightful couple, they prepare

mouth-watering dishes and suggest

perfect wine pairings. It's budget-

friendly and highly praised by locals.

Don’t forget to leave space for a

delectable dessert afterwards.

Dessert Delight

No culinary journey in Germany is

complete without tasting the famous

Schwarzwälder Kirschtorte (Black Forest

cake). Available in every café, this cake

features soft, spongy layers, cherry bits,

and a cream and jam filling. Its taste is

beyond description and must be

experienced. The beautiful slice of cake

melts in your mouth, offering a sublime

dessert experience.

Evening Fare

For dinner, I recommend enjoying

another Brot to end the day or trying

Currywurst, a small light meal that's

perfect for the evening. 

DIE SCHÖNEN
AROMEN DES
LEBENS

DIE SCHÖNEN
AROMEN DES
LEBENS

We’ve often heard that German food is

bland and not flavourful, but that's far

from the truth. While German cuisine

might not have the same variety of

flavours as that of Asian or African

countries, it makes magic with simple

ingredients like salt and pepper.

Germany is also famous for its variety

of Brot (breads), similar to France. The

bread is soft on the inside and hard on

the outside, and the smell of fresh

bread can make you drool and want to

finish the whole loaf by yourself.

Morning Delights

As a tourist in Germany, Zeit für Brot in

Berlin, a famous bakery near my hotel,

became my all-time favourite. I highly

recommend trying their ciabatta and

apple cinnamon roll. The fresh and hot

cinnamon roll, straight out of the oven,

fills the bakery with the delightful

aroma of cinnamon and sugar. It's so

delicious that it vanishes in seconds,

making for a perfect breakfast.
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As the saying goes, "Indulging in

flavours that make life delicious," truly

comes to life when experiencing

German cuisine.

Exploring German cuisine is like

embarking on a flavourful journey

through history and tradition, where

every bite tells a story and every meal

is a celebration of life's simple

pleasures.

by Manoj Mohan

MY FAVOURITE
GERMAN
COMPOSER
The iconic "da-da-da-aaaaaDUM" rhythm is universally recognized,

representing the resilience and triumph of Ludwig van Beethoven.

This article delves into the genius of Beethoven, highlighting his

masterpiece, Symphony No. 5, and the lasting impact of his spirit on

history.
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Beethoven earned his place in history on

his own merits. At the age of 21, he moved

to Vienna, Beethoven rose to fame

composing elegant classical pieces.

As he became famous, fate played a cruel

hand in his life. In his early twenties, he

began losing his hearing. Imagine a

musician who can't hear—how can he

know, what he is composing? But

Beethoven was a defiant man. The iconic 

"Fifth Symphony," with its driving rhythm,

reflects this defiance—a man who refuses

to give up. Each time you feel the music

fading, it comes back with more zeal and a

defiant spirit until we reach a triumphant

ending. I believe this enduring lesson from

Beethoven's music resonates with

everyone who listens.

Beethoven’s music has always helped me,

whenever I get stuck creatively. And this

is why he is my favourite composer.

The insistent rhythm, 'da-da-da-aaaaaDUM,' pounds its

way into your ears, a sound instantly recognizable. I

presume everyone has heard it, but few know about the

man behind it.

This four-note motif has become ingrained in our culture.

It has been featured in movies and TV shows to depict

intense drama. It was the genius of a deaf man - the great

Ludwig van Beethoven who gave us this motif in the form

of Symphony No. 5 in C minor. The symphony is divided

into four sections, each with its own mood and character.

It takes you on an emotional journey, from struggle and

tension to peace and ultimately, triumphant victory. 

Nevertheless, this epic tune is eclipsed by the dramatic

story of its composer, who rose to immense wealth

despite his challenging beginnings. Beethoven came from

a musical lineage: his grandfather was a respected

musician and Kapellmeister (musical director) at the court

in Bonn, and his father was a singer in the court chapel.

Yet, Beethoven secured his place in history through his

own extraordinary talent and determination. At the age of

21, he moved to Vienna, where he gained fame for

composing elegant classical masterpieces.

As he became famous, fate played a cruel hand in his life.

In his early twenties, he began losing his hearing. Imagine

a musician who can't hear—how can he know, what he is

composing? But Beethoven was a defiant man. The iconic

"Fifth Symphony," with its driving rhythm, reflects this

defiance—a man who refuses to give up. Each time you

feel the music fading it comes back with more zeal & a

defiant spirit until we reach a triumphant ending. I believe

this enduring lesson from Beethoven's music resonates

with everyone who listens. Beethoven’s music has always

helped me, whenever I get stuck creatively. And this is

why he is my favourite composer.

Baptized in Bonn, Germany on December 17, 1770, Ludwig

van Beethoven wasn't born into immense wealth, but he

had a musical lineage. His grandfather was a respected

musician and Kapellmeister (musical director) at the court

in Bonn. His father was a singer in the court chapel. Yet

Vintage postal stamp of Deutsche

Demokratische Republik on Ludwig

van Beethoven 

Ludwig van Beethoven monument

and post office in the centre of Bonn

city in Germany 

As his fame grew, a cruel twist of
fate affected his life. In his early
twenties, he started experiencing
hearing loss.
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On June 21, 2024, the students, teachers

and staffs of Goethe-Zentrum

Coimbatore  gathered at the Mini-

Auditotium to celebrate the universal

language of music on World Music Day

with a music concert. 

The event brought together talented

musicians and an enthusiastic audience,

creating an unforgettable evening of

melodies and rhythms.

Goethe-Zentrum Coimbatore hosted a

music concert in celebration of World

Music Day on June 21st 2024.

A MUSICAL
CELEBRATION FOR
WORLD MUSIC DAY
2024
The concert featured a vibrant array of performances, seamlessly blending popular Tamil, Hindi, and Malayalam

songs. With everything from soulful vocal performances to mesmerizing instrumental pieces, the evening celebrated

music's remarkable ability to transcend boundaries and bring people together. The artists, emerging talents,

showcased their skill and passion, performing as if they instinctively knew which songs would add a special touch to

the celebration and enchant the audience.

Beyond the captivating performances, the event cultivated a sense of community and highlighted the cultural

richness of music. It provided attendees with the chance to connect with the artists, express their love for music, and

experience its transformative power.

This celebration underscored Goethe-Zentrum Coimbatore's dedication to fostering arts and culture, creating a space

for creative expression and artistic exploration. World Music Day 2024 was more than just a concert; it served as a

joyful reminder of music’s ability to inspire, heal, and unite people.
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On July 21, 2024, the Gedee Auditorium in Coimbatore hosted "Spiel

im Spiel" (Play Within a Play), a captivating dance performance by

Ceren Oran & Moving Borders from Germany. Organized by Goethe-

Zentrum Coimbatore, the event featured three talented dancers—Sofi

Casprini, Roni Sagi, and Mate Asbot—who showcased a blend of

movement, storytelling, and theatre.

The performance, which explored themes of creativity, communication, and connection, struck a special chord with

the audience, especially children, who were the majority in attendance. The performers’ dynamic and playful energy

captivated the young viewers, whose laughter and excitement echoed throughout the hall. Interactive elements,

vibrant choreography, and humorous moments made the show an unforgettable experience for the children,

sparking their imaginations and curiosity.

Under the skilled performances of Sofi Casprini, Roni Sagi, and Mate Asbot, Spiel im Spiel seamlessly blended

complex emotions with accessible storytelling, appealing to both children and adults. The production was a shining

example of the universal language of art, bridging cultural and generational divides.

Goethe-Zentrum Coimbatore's efforts to bring international performances like Spiel im Spiel to the city continue to

foster an appreciation for the arts among diverse audiences, inspiring young and old alike.
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Cologne showcases

Germany's capacity to

respect its history

while welcoming the

future.

Nestled along the banks of the majestic Rhine River, Cologne is a city that effortlessly blends its rich historical

heritage with a vibrant, modern lifestyle. From its awe-inspiring Gothic architecture to its bustling cultural

scene and the warm-heartedness of its locals.

Cologne's history spans over two millennia, beginning as a Roman colony and evolving into one of Germany's

most significant cultural and economic centers. The city's skyline is dominated by the iconic Kölner Dom, a

UNESCO World Heritage site that attracts millions of visitors each year. Beyond its architectural wonders,

Cologne is also famed for its lively festivals, world-class museums, and diverse culinary scene, making it a

must-visit destination for travelers seeking a unique and enriching experience.

A Glimpse into History

Cologne, or Köln as it's known in German, boasts a history that stretches back over 2,000 years. Founded by

the Romans in 38 BC, it quickly grew into a crucial hub of commerce and administration. The city's Roman

heritage is preserved through artifacts displayed in the Roman-Germanic Museum.

Cologne's iconic Cathedral, the Kölner Dom, is a UNESCO World Heritage site, known for being the tallest twin-

spired church globally, taking over 600 years to finish. Visitors admire its intricate façade and stunning views

from the towers.

A Cultural Melting Pot

Cologne is renowned for its vibrant cultural scene. The city is home to numerous museums and galleries,

including the Ludwig Museum, which houses an impressive collection of modern art, and the Wallraf-Richartz

Museum, showcasing art from the medieval period to the 19th century.

KÖLN

CITY SPOTLIGHTCITY SPOTLIGHT
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Cologne's musical landscape is equally impressive. The city hosts

the annual Cologne Philharmonic and the internationally acclaimed

Cologne Opera. The local music scene is also thriving, with a diverse

range of venues offering everything from classical concerts to

underground techno parties.

Carnival: Köln’s Festive Heartbeat

Perhaps the most famous aspect of Cologne's cultural calendar is its

Carnival, known locally as Karneval. This "fifth season" begins on

November 11th at 11:11 AM and reaches its peak in the days leading

up to Ash Wednesday. The city transforms into a whirlwind of

parades, costumes, and parties, with locals and visitors alike joining

in the revelry. It's a time when Cologne's joyous spirit truly shines.

Culinary Delights

A trip to Cologne wouldn't be the same without savouring its

culinary delights. The city's cuisine is rich, featuring dishes like

Himmel und Ääd (Heaven and Earth) a delightful combination of

apples and potatoes, and the famous Kölsch beer, which is brewed

only in Cologne. The city's beer halls and breweries provide a

perfect

Cologne Carnival 2024

            setting to savour these local specialties.

A Modern Metropolis

Beyond its historical and cultural allure, Cologne is a dynamic modern city. It is a major media hub, hosting the

headquarters of several television and radio stations, as well as being a centre for the automotive and

pharmaceutical industries. The city is also home  to numerous trade fairs, including the world-renowned

photokina and Gamescom. Cologne's commitment to innovation is evident in its sustainable urban development

projects and thriving startup ecosystem. The city's diverse neighbourhoods, each with its own unique character,

offer a high quality of life, attracting both locals and expatriates.

Warmth and Hospitality

What truly sets Cologne apart is its people. Known for their openness and friendliness, the residents of

Cologne, or Kölsche, are proud of their city and eager to share its wonders with visitors. Whether you're

strolling along the Rhine promenade, exploring the charming Altstadt (Old Town), or enjoying a night out in the

trendy Belgian Quarter, you're sure to encounter the warm hospitality that defines Cologne.

A City for All Seasons

Cologne is a city that enchants throughout all seasons. In spring, parks and gardens flourish; summer offers

outdoor festivals and river cruises; autumn showcases vibrant colors; and winter transforms the city into a

magical wonderland with Christmas markets. The city's rich history and vibrant culture are evident in its many

museums and galleries, like the Museum Ludwig, which features modern art. Cologne appeals to diverse

interests, from history and art to cuisine and hospitality, making it a memorable destination for unique

experiences.

Himmel und Ääd 
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A Three-Day Celebration of German Food, Music,

and Culture in Coimbatore

OKTOBERFEST
COIMBATORE
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From October 18 to 20, 2024, Coimbatore hosted the second edition of Oktoberfest, a three-day extravaganza

celebrating German culture, food, and music. Organized by Goethe-Zentrum Coimbatore and The Grand Regent,

the event brought the vibrant traditions of Germany to the heart of Coimbatore city, delighting attendees with

an unforgettable cultural experience.

Held at the Grand Regent Hotel, Oktoberfest Coimbatore 2024 featured authentic German cuisine prepared by

Chef Kurt Henkensmeier, a special guest chef from Germany, known for his expertise in traditional German

dishes. Guests indulged in hearty favourites such as pretzels, , schnitzels, and beer, all curated to deliver a true

taste of Oktoberfest.

Adding to the festive atmosphere was the live music performance by Blechsauga, a celebrated Oktoberfest

band from Frankfurt, whose lively tunes had the crowd dancing and singing along. Their spirited performance

created an authentic German vibe, transforming Coimbatore into a slice of Germany.

The festival also included fun activities like beer-pong, VR Oktoberfest, , Oktoberfest-themed games, and photo

booths, making it a hit among families, friends, and cultural enthusiasts. With its perfect blend of food, music,

and entertainment, Oktoberfest Coimbatore 2024 became a joyous celebration of German heritage and a

cherished event in the city’s cultural calendar.
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Blechsauga

The second edition of Oktoberfest Coimbatore came alive

with the electrifying performance of Blechsauga, the

German “Party-Schlager-Volks-Rock” band that turned the

festival into a high-energy celebration. Known for their

dynamic stage presence and engaging performances,

Blechsauga once again delivered an unforgettable

experience, mirroring the vibrant atmosphere of

Germany’s Oktoberfest.

Led by founder and bassist Armin Seibert, the band

brought their signature blend of Bavarian folk, rock, and

pop to the audience, captivating attendees with humour,

interaction, and exceptional musicianship. From the first

note to the grand finale, Blechsauga ensured that the

crowd wasn’t just watching a performance but actively

participating in the revelry.

The band’s repertoire, featuring favourites like “Sie hieß

Bianca” and “Uss Hätz,” blended traditional German songs

with modern melodies, prompting toasts, sing-alongs, and

plenty of dancing. Their ability to craft an immersive

experience left the audience feeling like part of one big

family, a hallmark of Blechsauga’s performances.

“Music is about creating memories,” said Armin. “And

seeing the joy on everyone’s faces makes it all

worthwhile.”

For those who attended Oktoberfest Coimbatore 2024,

Blechsauga’s performance was the heartbeat of the

festival, leaving everyone with cherished memories and a

deeper connection to German culture.

Chef Kurt Henkensmeier

Oktoberfest Coimbatore 2024 was

elevated to a culinary extravaganza by

the return of Chef Kurt Henkensmeier,

whose four-decade-long career in crafting

authentic German cuisine added

unparalleled flavour to the festival.

Hailing from Germany’s Rhineland-

Palatinate region, Chef Kurt brought his

expertise and passion to the event.

Known for turning meals into

unforgettable experiences, Chef Kurt

served up a mouthwatering selection of

Bavarian specialties, including the tangy

Obatzda cheese spread with pretzels,

hearty pork knuckle, and the decadent

Kaiserschmarrn pancakes. Each dish

transported guests straight to the heart of

Germany, making the culinary offerings a

standout highlight of the festival.

“The warmth and enthusiasm of the

people here make sharing my love for

German cuisine a true pleasure,” Chef Kurt

shared, reflecting on his experience. His

dedication to sustainable cooking and

mentoring young chefs added a

meaningful dimension to his contributions.

His artistry and passion for authentic

German flavours left an indelible mark,

making Oktoberfest Coimbatore 2024 a

truly memorable celebration.
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On November 17, 2024, Goethe-Zentrum

Coimbatore hosted its annual Children’s Day

Painting Competition.
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E
Childr n’s Day

painting comp tition 2024
E

On November 17, 2024, Goethe-Zentrum Coimbatore hosted its annual Children’s Day Painting Competition,
bringing together young artists from various schools to showcase their creativity and imagination. Conducted in
four categories according to school standards, the competition encouraged students to explore themes inspired
by German traditions and relevant global issues.

Held at the Gedee Auditorium, the event attracted enthusiastic participation from more than 200 children who
transformed their ideas into vibrant artworks. Each category presented a unique theme, challenging
participants to think creatively and express themselves through colours and strokes.

The topics were designed to engage students with both German culture and global concerns, and participation
was divided into four groups:

Fairytales of Germany - Group 1: Classes 1st to 3rd  
Famous Monuments of Germany - Group 2: Classes 4th to 6th  
Festivals of Germany - Group 3: Classes 7th to 9th 
Effects of Climate Change - Group 4: Classes 10th to 12th 

While all participants received a certificate of participation, the winners in each category were awarded
certificates, trophies, and exciting prizes during the Christmas Day Celebration later in December.

The competition aimed to nurture artistic talent, celebrate cultural exchange, and inspire young minds. It served
as a fantastic platform for children to build confidence in their abilities and connect with peers through the
universal language of art. Goethe-Zentrum Coimbatore continues to promote such initiatives, fostering
creativity and cultural awareness among the youth.
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In a spellbinding performance on December

8, 2024, the Malstrom Jazz Trio from

Germany captivated Coimbatore’s audience

with their unique fusion of experimental

jazz and improvisational brilliance.

MALSTROM
IN COIMBATORE
MALSTROM
IN COIMBATORE
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On December 8, 2024, music

enthusiasts in Coimbatore

were treated to a remarkable

evening of contemporary jazz

as Malstrom, the vibrant trio

from Germany and

Switzerland, graced the stage

at the Gedee Auditorium.

Organized by Goethe-Zentrum

Coimbatore, this concert was

part of the trio's tour in India,

offering an unforgettable

blend of creativity, skill, and

musical innovation.

Malstrom consists of Axel

Zajac on guitar, Florian Walter

on saxophone, and Jo Beyer

on drums, showcasing their

distinctive fusion of

experimental jazz in the city.

Their performance featured a

mesmerizing interplay of

complex rhythms, avant-

garde harmonies, and

spontaneous bursts of

improvisation that challenged

the norms of traditional jazz.

The audience was captivated

by the trio’s talent for

merging various influences

into a unified musical story.

Each member

contributed his unique

artistry, with Axel’s guitar

riffs, Florian’s emotive

saxophone, and Jo’s vibrant

drumming crafting a

soundscape that was both

deep and electrifying.

This concert transcended a

mere performance; it was an

immersive experience where

Malstrom enchanted the

audience with their technical

prowess and emotional

resonance. It was a unique

opportunity for Coimbatore’s

jazz lovers to witness world-

class talent, and the trio’s

performance left a lasting

impact on all who attended.

Goethe-Zentrum Coimbatore’s

efforts to bring international

artists like Malstrom play a

significant role in enriching

the city’s cultural landscape,

promoting appreciation for

global art forms, and inspiring

a deeper connection to music.

In 2025, more musical events

organized by Goethe-Zentrum

Coimbatore are anticipated.

"We’re not just
playing music;
we’re telling a
story through
every note," said
Florian Walter,
saxophonist of
Malstrom.
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On December 19, 2024, Goethe-Zentrum

Coimbatore hosted a heartwarming Christmas

Day celebration, bringing together students,

teachers, and the staff of Goethe-Zentrum for an

evening filled with festive cheer. The event

featured a delightful mix of music, dance, skits,

and songs that beautifully captured the festive

spirit and offered a glimpse into German

traditions.

Students showcased their creativity and passion

for language learning through vibrant

performances, highlighting their dedication and

teamwork. From singing heartfelt songs to lively

skits, the performances left the audience

inspired and filled with holiday cheer.

Adding a special touch to the celebration were

performances by some of the students' children,

whose adorable acts won hearts and brought

smiles to everyone’s faces. Their charm and

enthusiasm lit up the event, making it even more

delightful.

The Christmas celebration was a perfect blend of

cultural exchange, creativity, and bonding,

leaving everyone with warm memories and

festive joy.

Attendees also enjoyed hands-on activities like a

Christmas tree decorating, which allowed

participants to unleash their creativity. A festive

feast featuring German Christmas delicacies,

including cookies, tea and Glühwein, added an

authentic touch to the celebration.

The event reflected Goethe-Zentrum’s

commitment to fostering community spirit and

cultural exchange through meaningful

celebrations.

The Christmas Day event left everyone with

warm memories, embodying the true essence of

togetherness and festive joy.

SPREADING
JOY:
CHRISTMAS DAY
CELEBRATION 
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This is a biannual newsletter curated,

edited and distributed by Goethe-

Zentrum Coimbatore. visit

www.goethecoimbatore.com for

subscribing or unsubscribing to the

newsletter. For feedback on the

Newsletter contents kindly mail us at

events@goethecoimbatore.com

ADDRESS

734, President Hall,

Avinashi Road, Coimbatore

Tamil Nadu- 641018.

FOR INFORMATION ON COURSES

+91 95855 19471

german@goethecoimbatore.com
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